Deb’s First Draft



































About Pat Burns
Pat Burns Retriever Training was inspired by my love of dogs and hunting from an early age. My unique coaching style of achieving excellence and balance through leadership has evolved with the help of several innovative mentors during my training career.  My strong belief that… “A dog is only as good as the handler” was born from the experiences with Rex Carr, with Mike Lardy, and through training lots of competitive retrievers.

In the early 1980’s, eager to learn the newest training methods, I apprenticed with Rex Carr, who pioneered modern e-collar training methods. Carr was also legendary for his “no non-sense” style and for creating a superior relationship between dog and handler. I spent several summers with Carr and Carr-lab kennels learning the implementation of these new training methods. 

In 1984, I continued my journey in the retriever training world and accepted an associates [?assistnat elsewhere] training position with Mike Lardy, owner of Handjem Retriever [s?]. Lardy is renowned in field trial circles for a compassionate training style that fosters a healthy respect between dog and handler to create a winning combination. Through working with Lardy,  my own training style became more balanced. [Andy’s website states that he developed the young dog pgm. at Handjem. How did you and Merry impact that?]
With a genuine excitement for field trial competition, in 1986 I started my own training endeavor, Esprit Kennels, in Michigan. There I honed my own style of training which melded Carr’s fundamentals with Lardy’s sense of balance and respect. Over the next 18 years, we trained and titled 58 Field Trial Champions and 30 National Championship finalists, including the 2003 National Amateur Champion – Cherokee Rose. [what about: (a) conditioning benefits: attitude, injury reduction. (b)2004, moving toward training the handler], (c)developed premier retriever training grounds in Frnwick, Mi, that [have been used several times for pre-National training] and are still in use today.
In 2006, I moved to Sacha, Alaska, to pursue my research into the benefits of physical conditioning and nutrition as it relates to the performance of the canine athlete.  There I was employed by Nestle Purina at their nutritional research lab. Dr. Arleigh Reynolds, world renowned scientist and dog musher, led the Purina research lab. Reynolds and I collaborated on developing a basic training program for the modern sled dog. [can we link to this?]
At the end of my stint in Alaska, I returned to Handjem in 2007. Over the next 5 years I [helped implement facets of physical conditioning into the training program?], as well as assisting with the training and rehabing  of many talented dogs.  Two of these dogs, were “Grady” the 2011 National Amateur Champion and “Traveler” the 2012 National Amateur Champion. During this time, my desire to share my retriever training passion with others increased. Through workshops and in daily retriever training sessions, I began educating and motivating handlers so that they, too, could have a winning edge.

In 2012, I left Handjem and started offering custom retriever training groups. In the fall, I moved to the mountains of East Tennessee and married a spirited, 
golden retriever loving woman. Robin and I share our home with 2 fluffy goldens and a pushy cat.  Robin is currently teaching me proper Southern etiquette and the joys of living below the Mason Dixon line. And so, a new adventure begins, in marriage and a career in personalized dog training/coaching. 
My love for dogs and hunting are stronger than ever. Building the winning relationship between handler and the canine athlete is my #1 passion.In 2004, I wrote, “I’m committed to the development of the well rounded canine athlete, I specialize in training both dog and handler to achieve their greatest potential.”. Today I have the opportunity to bring you that dream.
 

